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= Man, to moderate his Faſſion; for Stief i is 
| natural, and the Exceſs of it eaſily * Tun into 
But to reſtrain and curb it, and not ſuffer it 
ro exceed its juſt Limits, ta feel Sotrour usa . 


Man, and to all age it from proper Conſi- 


Nature, and properly conſtitutes 
Vertue, which we cal Fe 5 
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derations as a wiſe Man, is a: train above | 
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which was about to reſume what it had hi- i 
therto leut; and dutifully -refigas. what he Job 1.21. 
had thankfully received, and wiſely uſed as a 1 
Steward only, without arrogating to himſelf 


the Right of a Proprietor. Naked, ſays he, 


came I out of my Mother's. Womb, au nated 
ſbal I return thither : The. Lord gave, and the 


Lord bath taken away, Maße d be the: alen _ 
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Means are of themſelves to ſupport 1 us, 
. it ſhall pleaſe God to withdraw the kieſing 
of his Pratection: That we canngt be. rp 
, | agaiaſt the Changes and Chances of this mortal 
Lie, in any Acquilitiog of Power, or Riches, 
J or. Reputation, no not in keeping Innoce ney, 


and taking heed to the Thing that is right, with- 
out the Concurrence of Divine Providence: 
That God many times may afflict without 
forſaking his Servants. And when 1 it ſhall 4 
ſeem good to him to call us forth, into the = 


© | rough Paths of Suffering; if He ſhall pleaſe 


to miniſſh and bring 7 as lar; the Example of Pal, 107. 
our Text will hi us, not to behave un- 
ſcemly, « or charge God fooliſh, bur with Pa. Job 2. 0 
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afflict him in his Body, let ſome painful, 
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and the Power, and to 
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The firſt FRI of the Devil being thus if 
baffled; and the Sincerity of the Holy Man 
found to be eſtabliſhed upon more ſolid Foun- 
dations, than what the Accuſer had urged: iF 
to his own, as well as Fob his Diſadvantage ; $ 
he next inſinuates that Job was'a' Man of ſo | 
mean a Spirit, as to be glad of Life upon any Wi 
Terms; and fo prevailing” was this Paſſion | 


ly Conſideration that kept him in his Duty We 
to God; for fear of being cut off from the 
Land 7 the Living: Put forth now, ſays he, f. 


and he will curſe thee to thy Face. That is, 


ſome acute Diſtem; per make his Life hurden- 
ſome, without | any hope of Recovery, and 


find he will throw off all the Regard he pre- 
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— this: Inflimation;/ — Devil him 
I permiſſion a ſecond Time to try our Man of 
Jorti itude, what Impreſſion bodily. Ein, 
and loſs of Health would make upon him, 
whoſe Vertue under the Loſſes he had lately 
en Nö Rill fix'd 1 i 
Aidan: his Malice Was Limit: ab a 
good Man's Life was to be ſecured, but that _ 
vas more than Job knew: So'that the '4d- * 
on had all the real ——— unk ; 
mn he could _— Saite vun 
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Avcibiitige to his uſual Way, after beingo once 
gefeated, he returns to the Aſſault, with freſh. 
Vigour and additional Strength. Temptations 
Bike Waves break in upon us, one upon the 
eck of another, and commonly the laſt is the 
is, piggeſt, and goes the fartheſt, Tas hard up- 
ul, pn Jos to be deprived of his worldly Goods, 
en- Harder to be bereaved of his Children, hard- 
nd Ft of all when theſe were gone, to be ety 
vin Porſe handled, buried as it were alive, turn- 
re- d into Corraption before his Time, by the In- 
gn liction of a ſore noiſome Diſtemper, which 
xcluded him the Society of Mankind, and 
LP ven then his Reputation, the _ aninfetted 
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tant about rhis Matter; . e addi- 
© tional, Advantage, chat tl 6 IN: of, He 


ming left, eee . as his * 1; 
And ſo — to the Words of our I 
Text,” So nent Satan forth from the Preſence 
of the! Lord, and ſmote Job with ſore . from | 
ou yole of ann unto his Cruunmn. 
1 bed off 2s. offs 1b 91 9101 v4 
The: Silence of Soriptaite! hath given Inter- 
preters occaſion of gueſſing at the Diſtem- 
per, hicli the Devil here inflicted upon Fob - | 
But among them all, it appears not gertain- 
ly. What it was. I will therefore deſire to $o 


any that hath yet bee taken notice of At F 
is this, That the Devil by ſome venomous hy. 
Infufion into the Body of Job, might. raiſe 43 
his. Blood to ſuch a Ferment, as threw. Ot 
Confluence df inſtammatoj Paſtules all over t 
him, from Head o Foot; That is, his | 
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The Tempter's Aim was Rill the fanto as 
before; to make his Patient let go his Inte- 
grity. * off his Dependance upon AH 


r= mighty God, and renounce that Allegiance Brod 5. 2. 
Ne | hich | is juſtly due to him, as Creator and 
b : {Governor of the World: To porſuade him, 


in- Far if aan Thing, he was the worſe for his 
o 1 Fooſiane Obedience to God, Who made him 


> ſevere Returns for his faithful Services; 
Ind: ſo. by Conſetjuence comparing his paſt 1 
heſerts and preſent Treatment together, to, © 
Inſer, that God was a hard Maſter; or chatha = 
Peglected to ſuperintend human Affairs; or 
ather to ask Pharaoh's Queſtion, Who is the 


| U df. and ſo lay in 5 Mibfortune: a Founr'® 1 
* aig fo lfte. 211 28h, © gt 01 
cu re in al ea, Beige the, Berit was | 


iſappointed,, it may be well worth our Pains 5 
P enquire: In order to do this, it is not at 
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ad: Ill improbable to ſuppoſe that the Holy Man der err 
ich night gain e theſe two Poinrs. Ta 
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1 an 4 to be principally two: Eicher ; 
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There is nobing generally ſpeaking 3 


2a Man is ſo ignor 
apt to be deceived in: His Love | 
ſion are chiefly 5 ai not ſo of. 
ten as they ſhou'd be grounded upon ratio. | 
nal Motives: I believe 1 may venture 
to affirm, that the Religion of the great - 
eſt part of Mankind is perfectly accidental, 
according to the Country they happen to be 
born in: Men carry their religious Profeſſion, 
as the Children of Ephraim did Bows and Ar 88 
Il. 38:9 rows, which they knew not how to uſe % 
the Day of Battle. The Day of Battle, in: 
religious Senſe, is, when any Afflictions over; 
take us, which in the moſt ordinary wa 
come upon us in diverſe Diſeaſes and ſundi 


e el Practice of I bull TT. 
-of| | kinds of Death. When God thus pleaſes to vi- 
at a ſincere Profeſſor, he marks hit out for ah 
Example for the reſt of Mankind to imitate ; 
arg He ſets him like a lighted Beacon on a Hill, 4 
to alarm, to let his Light ſo ſbine before Men, Mat. j. 91 
bat they may ſee his good Works, and glorify 
their Father which is in Heaven for him. Be- 
ſides, ſince the Heart, as the Scripture fays, 


the beſt Men cannot be ſure of themſelves 

5 | until they have been proved ; many Cortup- 
tions may remain unpurged, many Vices 

may lie concealed in them, as well as many 

Trewardable Vertues un practiſed: For theſe 

of Hand the like Reaſons, 1 Apoſtle bids us 

* count it all Foy, when we fall into divers Temp. James 1. 

* tations, as having ſo many Opportunities put 

into our Hands of mortifying all our evil and office for 

corrupt Affections, and daily proceding in all _— 

3 MYertue and Godlineſs of living. To ſee'a good | 

Man acting upon Principle under all Difad- 

Jvantages, to ſee him with Joſeph eſteem a 

J Jayl no Evil, in compariſom of committing A Gen. 39: 

Sin agaialt God - or with Daniel, account 

being erb alive no Evil in compariſotD Dan.. c. 

Jof living without God in che World for thirty 

Days; or with Job, holding a dreadful Dif 

eaſe no Evil if Go. of letting go hit In. — 65. 
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| . e Things ; ; it follows, that Jer. 17. 9. 43 


= WW "oh Sermon againſt the dangerous and 

© egrity, are noble Trials and Inſtances of that 
ſaving, that juſtifying Faith, which worketh by 
Love, and are recorded to ſhew how greatly 
our Nature is capable of being exalted in this 
Life, alt hou gh common Humanity reaches x not 


fo high. 
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: Se £5 Diſeaſes are ſent, if not for the Tri- 
alof our Faith, for the Puniſhment of our Sins. Mi 


3 Bad as 8 World is, i would fil be MEE = 

if the Wickedneſs of Mankind ſhould be fo 
ſucceſsful as to meet with no more rebuke  « 

than it would willingly ſuffer... But Sin, as 

it is always the deſerving, ſo it is often the k 
procuring. Cauſe of Afflictions in this Life, 

- as appears from our Saviour's Admonition 
John 5. to the Man in St. Joh», whom he had lately WY # 
14 healed; Sin no more (ſays he) left 4 worſe d 
= Thing come unto thee : And he had already 
1 been puniſhed | with a bodily Infirmity thir- 
3 ty eight Years together. St. Paul alſo gives 
the profane Behaviour of his Corinthians as a 

| en Reaſon why many of them were weak and 
3% ſickly. Aſter theſe, Patterns our Church ad- 
5 viſes thoſe 1 who languiſh upon the Bed of Sick- 
Office for neſs, to examine themſelves for what C auſe this 
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"hola urged) it be to try their PatienCty..and that 5 


their Faith may be found in the Day f 
laudable, glorious and hom 
creaſe of Glory and endleſs Felicity; Or whether - 
it be ſent to them to correſt and amend whatſo- 
ever doth offend the Eyes of their Heavenly Fas 
ther. For if, as the Scripture aſſerts, God 


doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the Children Lan. 3. 
of Men; that is, afflict Men merely for the 


ſake of tratting them, nor take Pleaſure in 
their Suffetings as ſuch; it will follow, that 
to one of our aforementioned Reaſons,. viz. 
either the Trial of our Faith, or Puniſhment 
of our _ all his Viſitations are to m attri- 
reed | oO 0557 3 1574 Ts 
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„Au Sins it icipleaſes God to ſtrike hp 


| elf in a more remarkable Manner, as he 
did Herod; while others do naturally, and by Af 12. 
degrees, advance to the Puniſhment they de- 


ſerve : Thus habitual Drunkenneſs and Adul- 
tery, will ruin Health, and {impair Eftates; 
and induce a diſtempered old Age as the na- 
tural Conſequence of a riotous youthful one; 


Fhis alſo gives us to conſider, that Diſeaſes 
are not only judicialy inflicted for paſt Of- 
fences, but graciouſly alſo deſign'd to pre 
vent future: . a little Recollection Will 
{ tell 
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rable, to the en- 


An 3 we dangerous and 
tell a Man,whether he has not often been kept 
Virtuous through fear of the Conſequence, 
even when Inclination has gotten the better 
of his Duty. Hence ſome are made Honeſt 
for fear of a Priſan; others continue Chaſt e 
for fear of Iafectian; à great many are Juſt for 
fear of lofing their Character; and no doubt ſe - 
veral are Religious, more out of fear of going 
10 Fl than any thing elſe. So that we ſee 
the worſt of Evils have their Uſe, and in this 
Senſe, and by proper Reflection, we may. 
make. a Sar of the Devil dime 35 4 


Should all Aa of Ps was 7a — 5 
away, were there no fear of Puniſhment in 
this Life, nor belief of any in the next; ſhould 
Isaiquity and Reputation be join'd nn W 
arid Health be Handmaid to Uncleanneſs; I ig 
we may conjecture! from. preſeat Diſorders, 
how mightily they would encreaſe, and 
1 eſtabliſhed; ſo that we have 
good Reaſon to bleſs and praiſe. Almighty. 
God for the wholeſome. Severities ordained 
foo” Offenders, without which, the World 
would be a much more uncomfortatile Place 
to live in, than it is at Tren A 
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Our Text indeed 1 wal Job's s Pace | 
per to the Power of the Devil; but he 
foregoing Verſe ſhews that Power to have ve 
been delegated to him, and limited by Ab, 
mighty God, who alone being Omnipote ty 
the Powers that be, whether Nataral or 


30 


litical, muſt all be derived from him. Iis 


true, he has communicated ſeveral Parts of 


his Sovereigaty to the Sons of Men, but fill 
the Exerciſe of it will ultimately be reſolved 


' into his Permiſſion. And it is as true, that 


there. are ſeveral Branches of Authority, 
which he bas reſerved to himſelf, in diſplay- 
ing of which, he acts upon Preiogative, and 
without human Intervention. I chuſe to 
inſtance in the Infliction of Diſeaſes, which 


Iwill attempt to prove are utterly. e, | 
to be inflicted, by any who profeſs them 
ſelves Chriſtians Indeed where the Do- 
Grines of Salvation are not known, and a re- 


4 


caged to che ablucd belief of a Fatality ; - there 
it is no wonder to ſee Men give i into impious 
or ee e Ku in a Country, 5 

| | why. 
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1 A Sermon nerous am 
where beer Princ ples are eſtabliſhed, where 
God's Govert of the World is for the 
moſt Part undiſputed, and laviſh implicit Be- 
lief happily ſuperſeded by rational Enquiries ; 
in ſuch a place, methinks, Men cannot eafily Nl 


be reconciled to a Practice, which abuſes their 
1  Underflanding, as well as inſults their Reli. 
| gion; and if the received Notions of God's Pro- 
[ vidence be juſt, has its Foundation in Aub. 1 
rance, and muſt be maintained of : at "all by 
| g Preſumption. 28 Gal i l 
= The Holy TER give us Heger A 10. 5 
5 ſtances of God's giving Power unto Men to 
heal Diſeaſes; and by his Bleſſing a Power is 17 


{till continued: But that one was ever grant- 
ed to inflict "Diſeaſes, will I think hardly ap- 
Exod. 9. pear; unleſs in the Cafe of Moſes with the f 
| 3 Eeypti ans, and Eliſha with his Servant Gehaz#': 
25. 5 But both theſe Caſes were miraculous, and 
of God's ow immediate Appointment, to I « 
vindicate the Honour of his Servants the Pro» n 
phets, and for the Puniſhment of Sacrilige and n 
Idolatry, and cannot be drawn into Precedent 
by any not inveſted with the ſame Chara- 
cter and Authority. Men may, and have 
invented Wracks and Tortures for each 0 
ther, but no I let his Crimes be what” 
8 BP 3 5 our 


{2 + 
# + S 


+ . Proflic of eee i 
they will, was ever yet condemned to an im- 
mediate Sickneſs, or ſentenced to lie languiſh- . 


ing in a Fever, for want of a ſufficient Au- 


thority, which no Body but a preſent Set of 
ad venturous Practitioners have of late pretend. | 


6d to aſſume. 5 | „ „„ 
einn "BI in 14 af ; ! 2 


. 
1 


1 will eaſily by {him therefore, that 
ſuch a Procedure, for want of a competent 
Authority, is unlawful : That if Diſeaſes, as 


beforementioned, are ſent unto us for the AL an 


Trial of our Faith, or the Paniſoment of our 


Sins; He alone to whom our Faith muſt ; 


approve it ſelf, and our Sins are manifeſt, has 
properly che Power of inflicting them. | 85 25 
RKemembring then our T erz T ſhall not 
ſcruple to call that a Diabolical Operation, 
which uſurps an Authority founded neither 
in the Laws of Nature or Religion, Which 
tends in this Caſe to anticipate and ba. 
niſh Providence out of the World, and pi 35 
motes the Wr or u and Im morality. 


Thar a modern Praftice has a direct 1 80 
dency to all this, T offer the TROL we” 7 
lerativns to evitice. | | 
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1 EY KBr or Phat Power. hai nor 
10001 infer a Moral one: That is to fay, a 


Man cannot lanfoly do « every Thing that is 
in his Power to do. Thus we abſtain from 
Acts of Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, although 
they may be gainful to our ſelves, out of re- 

L gard ro Morals, notwithſtanding they lie with- 
in the Compaſs of our Abilities. Thus the 

Rom. 14. , Apoſtle : adviſeth us, Not to let our Good be er fi 

. "al ſpoken of ;_ that i is, not to do any unwär- * 

rantable Action, for the ſake of any ſubſe- | .- 
quent Benefit: Becauſe the end, however good 
intentionally, can never Joftity i in Law, nor 
ſan#ify in Religion, the uſe of Means that are 

bad, to come at it - But on the contrary, the 

uſe of bad Means deſignedly, corrupts the 
Morality of the intended Good: For to make 

an Action good, tis neceſſary that 4 its 

| Parts, be lawful, innocent, and good alſo; : 
| whereas the Depravity of any One, is ſulli- 
= cient to denominate that whole Action, Evil; 

1 Now the Apoſtle forbids us to do Evil, tho? 
1 5 Good ſbould come of it, upon Pain of Damna- 

tion, which abſolutely prahibiss all unjuſtifia- 
dle Arts and Practices, be the Event never ſo 
beneficial and deſirable; ſo that although we pre 
e a | Power to give a Man a ms: ms 
= <= 


A os. S 5 9 * , ge R ä ä r _ 
pL I. IH He oy — * : Ef 2 N N EX r * N 
$ * ms n 6x; ho V: 33 &- * * 
* * *. 4 "# * + 


o OTE I EM TC FITS 
2 4 n 8 22 
* * N * 
: * F 8 
EN 


fur Pralle of soren 1 
a is, che we know the Way: how it may be bh 
done; ſince a bare Power or Kjowleige, does 
* | not * the Morality 1 of ſo doing; till tliat 
is aſcertained, we ought to forbear all” Ex- 


1 periments N that ſort: For even N 
D and doubring i in. moral or religious Caſes lays 
b a poſitive, or at leaſt a prudent Reſtraint up- 


on practice, becauſe, as the Apoſtle ſays, Nhat om. ® 
T ſoever is not of Faith, is Sin. The Patient of alt 
© || our Text, at the Verſe but one following, re- 
©” If fuſes to procure a Good to himſelf at the Price 
of a Sin. Had he followed the Advice there 
„given him, it might perhaps have eaſed him 
d of his preſent Pain, and freed him from fu- 
ture Apprehenſions, but (till the Remedy would 
'© | have been worſe than the Diſeaſe, and What 
the fooliſh Preſeriber would have given for 
1 good Phyſick, the unhappy Patient would have 


9h $4 3 7 
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6 pane mira Divinity. | „ r ns 
2. Tbe Good of n the ſeeking 

if whereof j is one of the Fundamental Laws of 

£ Nature, is, I know, pleaded in Defence of. 
'the Practice I contend againſt: But I muſt 

a- || profeſs my ſelf at a Loſs, to find or under, 

a» | ſtand, how that has been, or can be promo- 15 

o ted hereby : For if by Good, be meant the | 


ye Prog. ff Hits it is in the firſt Place a 
„ Gs * | | D 3 . 


15 f ; a 
id % 1 5 
1 1 1 1 = 
3 * 
1 P | : 2 * : 
1 8 1 8 1 7 1 n 1 
ns Wenden of ot IE Es OP + = : % 
2 - , ; 


G 


1917 10h 10 uy SE 
mon qgainſt 455 = gerous and 


But if i it be, the. Preſervation of 1 it will be 
found, as little beholden to this. Practice, as 
any other Invention whatſoever. The con- 


feſlod Miſcarriages in this new Method, are 


11,41 


more than have happened in the ordinary 


Way: And if this be our Caſe now, We 


much worſe muſt j it needs prove, if God 


our Preſumption, and. contemptuous Di iftraft of 


his good Providence, ſhould ſuffer this Dela. 


fio on to gain Ground, and the! Phyſicians of * 10 


1 * * alur, theſe Fingers of Lies | as Job exprelles 


it), to obtain and grow into Credit among 
us: Such I ſear they may be accounted, who 
ſo confidently tell us what is impoſſible for 
them, to know; namely, that they mho ander- 

go their. Experiment. are for ever thereby ſetured 


5 any future Danger and Tefettion This is 


a bold Aſſertion indeed, and if ſuch Experi- 
ment were lamful and conſiſtent with the 
Rules of Chriſtian Practice, I could wiſh to 
God it were true alſo: But if neither of theſe 
be the Cafe, if the two Requiſites, Preven- 
tion, and Lanfulne(s be wanting; I belieye 1 
may venture to affirm, that the moſt learned 


and judicious among the Profeſſors of Phyſick, 


will never give into ſo deſtructive a Scheme. 


And I * the Time Is coming, that theſe 


11.0 
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Wo. Prodlice f Inocuarion. 
V encfici, theſe” Spreaders of Infe#ion, will be 
diſtinguiſhed from thoſe of the Faculty, Who 
deſerve Honour, and not permitted to mingle. 


with them, as the Devil among the Song Gf Job 2. 1. 


God, leſt like the Diſeaſe-g giving Pra Fitioner, 
the Harlot whom Solomon deſcribes, they 


entice us, till 4 Dart ſtrike through oar Liver - * 7. 


and we haſte to their Snare, ot knowing that 
it is for our Life. Beſides, 1 cannot appre- 
hend how it conduces to the Preſervation of 


Mankind, to force a dangerous 'Diltemper 5 


upon them, which poſlibly may zever hap» 
pen unto them, and if it ſhould, may proba- 
bly be attended with very little, if any Incon- 
venience; and as before has been hinted, is 
no Security againſt future Contagion. This 
is unequally to ſtake a Subſtance againſt a Sha- 


dow, to make, Men run into a real Danger, * 


leſt they ſhou'd happen to fall into an acci- 
tore! One, and contributes no more to the 

Preſervation of Mankind, than it would re· 
-dound to the Honoar of a well provided OI. 


ty, to invite the Enemy and ſurrender now, 5 
for fear leſt ſometime hence, they ſhould poſi We 


bly be ſurpris d and Ware Tg we now 
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* Will wah 925 Matter in a fn : 
3 1 it will certainly be found wanting, 
and deceitful apon the Weights, I look upon this 

1 Matter to be forbidden by the ſixth Command- 
4 bent, as laſcivious Thoughts are by the 
* Seventh, For it is always. to be ſuppoſed, 
that a Law which forbids a great Evil, for- 
bids alſo every Thing that has a Tendency 
thereto. For which Reaſon, the very next 

| Exod, 21, Chapter forbids all voluntary and cauſe leſs 
Wounding, Matilation, &c. Becauſe theſe 

* hings go often farther than they are deſign - 

ed, even to the taking away of Life: When || 

this happens, they are to be conſidered, as 

no other than a Breach of the Command- 

ment: And it is but reaſonable to imagine, l 

that when God forbad to take away Life, 

He forbad alſo the Commiſſion of any Vio- | « 

0 

1 


lence, whereby Los of Life might probably en- 
ſue. . Tho' the Homicide be caſual, yet if the 
Cauſe of it be criminal, ſurely it will be no - 
| Excuſe for it, for it is obſerved, That alchough Ni 
the Effect which follows (if mortal) is beſide || a 
the Intention, yet the Cauſe of it being not ſo, 
is ſufficient to make a Maa guilty before 


God: Men being juſtly chargeable with 


thoſe et, which are the natural Re ſulrs 1 
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wy thoſe re. "ai jons, "from whence 
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It is written, Thod eb not tempt the Lo fire 6. 


15 God: This was our Sa viour's Anſwer to 
the Devil, when he would have perſuaded 


* to the Commiſſion of a preſumptuous Acti- 


There are Angels, ſays the Tempter, 
to 6 te Care of you, ſo that you cannot 


poſfibly come to any Harm, then make the 


Experiment, and caft thy ſelf down. Now 
there is no great Difference between this of 
the Devil and the Temptation which lies be- 


fore us; both intimate the Sefety of the Pra- 
Gite, and both pretend the Bleſſing of Ged : Our 


Lord's Reproof then will ſerve them both: 
No, ſays he, we muſt not preſume upon 
God's Protection, to expoſe our ſelves to any 


annectſſary Danger or Difficulty.” It Trials' 


overtake ws, he to whom we pray abt to lead. » 
u, into Temptation, will make 4 Way for as r Cor, 10, 


to eſcape, that we may be able to bear them: But 0. 


if we overtake them, if we ſeek for a Diſeeſe, 
and ſo lead our ſelves into Temptation, we can 
have no rational Dependance upon God's Bleſ- 
ſing: It is with Difficulty we can ſanRify our 
Afflictions it in the Coutſe of Providence, in the 
way of our * and tis odds but we miſcarry 
2 © OE under 
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under. them, when we "os them opon or 
ſelves ; If God's s Bleſſing be wichdrawn, it 
muſt una voidably be ſo; and ſuch Circum- 


ſtances wherein we have: no Reaſon to ex- 


"A pet his Bleſſing, are, I think, Gut no n 


beet 8. 


we n ee l nad f 17 


There is is alſo: a tempting of hs Lord our God, 
when Men rely. too much upon themſelves, 
and put their Truſt i in one another, without 


| calling upon God for his Aſſiſtance, or prays 


ing to him to guide and direct them: Vader 
theſe two Temptations the Practice I condemn, 
is fairly to be ranked. In the former we 


throw our ſelves of the Pinacle ; ; in the latter, 


WE lean upon 4 broken Reed, which will go. into- 


118. 36. 6 our Hand and pierce it: And it is but juſt i in | 


Almighty God, when we preſume too far, to 
puniſb our Raſhneſs, when we dien, our 
e to viſe, "i; our Idolatry. 


The — roy to a a Phyſician, "which the : 
Son of Sirach adviſes us to pay. him, ariſes from 
his being, an Inſtrument in the Hand of Pro- 
vidence, to reſtore Health, and to prolong Life : 
This. he. does, by Virtue of a wonderful In- 


ſight into the nature of the. Mineral and Ve- 


| getable World, d, 5 de tis e the 
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ere 


777 Prag 17 OY 
ib of Man was Tpun our to ſo 


e 


AY N. 


well as f/ Parent, was diſpoſf 
Sin ; the Want of which, together with the 


Deftruction of the Virtues of Plants wrought| 


by the Deluge, may alſo be à Reaſon why 
Life is now ſo ſhort and precarious. ” But we 
are ſtill to remember, that how gfeat or ex 
tenſive ſoever his Knowledge be, tis all the 


en +0 
before the Fl6od * It may be this was chat 


Thee of Life which Adam, As Phyſician; 48 "yak Tb 
eſſed of for 1518 
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Gift of Ged, and like all good Gifts cometh James 1. 


from above; and under this Reflection, ne 


himſelf ought always to make Uſe of, and ap 


ply it. There is 4 time, ſays the fame wiſe Ecclus 


Man, when in his Hands there is good Sacctſi: 
For, continues he, he ſhall pray unto the Lord 
that he would proſper that which he gives for Eaſe, 
and to prolong Life. The Time of Succeſs 
was thought to be when the Phyſician ſhould 
priy for a Bleſſing upon his Preſcription. 80 J 
that formerly, we find that the Patient was 
.prajed for, before his Caſe was thought to be 
deſperate, Now praying for a Bleffing upon 
our Undertaking, muſt ſuppoſe the Uſe 'of 


lovful Means, otherwiſe ir is better to let it | 


alone. And although we live in an Age, 


38. | 
v. 13 14. 


_ wherein Forms of Grace are for the moſt part 2 
{ct aſide, and FO of Piety run out of Coun- 
| I-27 „ : tenance, 


t 


| {RE 
r OO ee Era "a 


of Mankind would be no leſs ſecure, if all 
the Guardians of Health ſhould ſpeak | Peace 
to our Houſes when they enter them, and, pray 
for. (I don't. fay with) all thoſe committec | 
to their Charge; and to this Courſe of pri- 
vate Devotion add a little more ee 
on che Publick. But this by the bs 


1 remains now in the laſt . to ſpeak 
51g this modern Practice, as it tends to promote 
Vice and Immorality; I believe i it will be rea- 
dily granted me, that there is no one Thing 
ſo univerſally dreaded, as the Diſeaſe, which 
this frange Method of Practice pretends to 
elude. But there is this of Good attending, 
that the Fear of it is an hey  Reftraint. upon 
many People, who ſeem not ſo ſenſible of 
ſuperior Obligations, to keep themſelves in 
Temperance and. Sobriety, and want no 
other Encouragement to give a Looſe to their 
Inclinations, than to be free from Appre- 
henſions of this uncertain Viſitor... Moſt Mens 
Acquaintance, I am apt to thiak, will 
- furniſh them with Iaſtances of Perſons 
who would gladly give into the Extra · 
vagance of theſe Lenting | Cities, to the ap» 

5 rn 
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ever ugly us may be in u dg :rightleroons 


a great many more, 2 * * ſhould happe 2 


the Angel of the Le — ſtop them Num. 24, CU 
15 the Way, or keep dem ara lafe Diſtance, * 


Wealth, and 
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